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To  the  Luton  Rural  District  Council 


Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report,  1953 


The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Luton. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Luton  Rural  District  for  the  year  1953. 

The  District  remained  healthy  throughout  the  year  but  there  was  an 
extensive  outbreak  of  Measles,  a  total  of  4  1  9  cases  being  notified.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  which  was  generally  of  a  mild  type.  Five 
cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  help  that  has  always  been  given 
to  me  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  A.  A.  PARGET  ER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Rural  District  of  Luton. 


SECTION  A.  —  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 
1.  Vital  Statistics. 


Area  of  district,  48,590  acres 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar-General  ...  ...  ...  19,770 

Number  of  inhabited  house  (approximate)  ...  ...  ...  6,452 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £94,033 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £379 

Number  of  new  bouses  erected  : 

(a)  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

(b)  Private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  73 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year 
1953  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General: — 


Live  Births  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate  . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ... 


Still  Births  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births) 


Total 

M 

F 

309 

153 

156 

290 

147 

143 

19 

6 

13 

Crude  Rate  15.6 

Adjusted  Rate  15.3 

Total 

M 

F 

6 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1 

32.4 

Deaths  : 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ... 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year  1953. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

Total  ...  4  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  12.9 

Legitimate  ...  4  Rate  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  13.8 

Illegitimate  ...  —  Rate  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  ...  .  36 

Note. — Adjusted  birth  and  death  rates  are  obtained  by  multiplying  the  ‘  crude 
rate  by  the  area  comparability  factor  supplied  from  the  General 
Register  Office.  1  his  factor  for  both  birth  and  deaths  in  the  Luton 
Rural  District  is  0.98. 


Total 

M 

F 

197 

105 

92 

Crude  Rate  9.9 

Adjusted  Rate  9.7 


o 


o 


Population 


1  He  population  figures 
7  years  are  as  follows: — 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


Registrar-General  for  the  last 

18,110 

18,600 

18,970 

19,290 

19,44)0 

19,710 

19,770 


as  supplied  by  the 


The  natural  increase  in  the  population  or  difference  between  the  birth 
and  death  rates  are  as  follows: — 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


8.9 

6.9 
8.1 

5.9 

5.1 

6.1 
5.7 


3  &  4.  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 


Year 

Population 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Birth  Rate 
lor  England 
&  Wales 

Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Death 
Rate  for 
England 
&  W  ales 

1947 

18,110 

364 

20.1 

20.5 

202 

11.2 

12.0 

1948 

18,600 

339 

18.2 

17.9 

211 

11.3 

10.8 

1949 

18,970 

333 

17.6 

16.7 

180 

9.5 

11.7 

1950 

19,290 

324 

16.8 

15.8 

212 

10.9 

11.6 

1951 

19,460 

304 

15.3 

15.5 

203 

10.2 

12.5 

1952 

19,710 

308 

15.3 

15.3 

187 

9.3 

11.3 

1953 

19,770 

309 

15.6 

15.5 

197 

9.9 

11.4 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1953. 

Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


H  cJ 


Births  Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population 


Live  births  . 

15.3 

15  5 

17  0 

15.7 

17.5 

Still  births  . j 

0.35 

0  35 

043 

0.34 

0.38 

32.4 

22.4  (a) 

24. 8  (a) 

21.4  (a) 

21.0  (a) 

Deaths 

All  Causes 

9.7 

11  4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

_ 

\\  hooping  cough  . 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

_ 

Tuberculosis 

0.15 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

Influenza  . 

0.20 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

Smallpox 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (including  polio¬ 
encephalitis) 

0  01 

0  01 

0.01 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.46 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  fever  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

001 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.05 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

0.81 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1 .02 

W  hooping  cough 

1.52 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

Diphtheria 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

— 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0  12 

Smallpox 

— 

1!  00 

0.00 

().()() 

Measles 

21.19 

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.09 

Pneumonia 

0  46 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (including  polio¬ 
encephalitis)  : 

Paralytic  ... 

0.15 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

Non-paralytic  . 

— 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

Food  poisoning 

0.25 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . 

0.05 

18.23  (a) 

24.33  (a) 

12.46  (a) 

28.61  (a) 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 

129 

Rates  per 

26.8  (b) 

1,000  Live  Births 

30.8  24.3 

24.8 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under  2 
years  of  age 

— 

1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

1.1 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 


Intermediate  List  No. 
and  cause 

A!  15  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and 

the  puerperium . 

(  Abortion  with  toxaemia 
A 116  -  Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy  and 
(  the  puerperium  ... 

A 1 1 7  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy  and 

childbirth  . 

A 118  Abortion  without  mention  of  sepsis 
or  toxaemia 

A 1 1 9  Abortion  with  sepsis 

A 120  Other  complications  of  pregnancy, 

childbirth  and  the  puerperium 


Kates  per  1,000 

Rates  per 

N  umber 

Total  (Live  and 

million  women 

if  Deaths 

Still)  Births 

aged  15-44 

68 

0.10 

7 

0.01 

1 

166 

0.24 

90 

0.13 

30 

0.04 

3 

39 

0.06 

4 

125 

0.18 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

( b )  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


6.  Infant  Mortality. 

1  he  following  table  shows  deaths  of  infants  from  stated  causes  in  weeks 
and  months  under  one  year  of  age. 


Weeks 

0-  1-  2-  3- 

Total 

under 

one 

month  1- 

Months 

3-  6- 

Total 

under 

one 

9-  year 

Pneumonia 

Prematurity  . 

Congenital  Syphilis 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

_  2 

1 

—  1 

Totals  . 

.  —  — 

1  1 

2  _ 

2 

— 

4 

DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LUTON 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


i 

7 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

14 

15 

16 
1/ 
18 

19 

20 
21 

23 

24 

25 

26 


30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

56 


Causes  of  Death. 
Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
I  Jiphtheria  ... 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles  ...  ...  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplas 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes  . 


M. 

1 

1 

1 


9 


Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 

Pneumonia . 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
i  lastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Ottier  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 


20 

7 

5 
13 

6 

t 

-T 

6 

4 

2 

1 


8 


Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  ol 


war 

TOT A LS 


105 


F. 

1 


1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

8 

1 

1 

15 

5 

3 

25 

4 

3 

3 


10 

1 


92 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1941-1953 


Squtq  IBJOJ 

000' l  Jad  .>H'H 

3.0 

2.8 

2.9 

2.7 

2.9 

6.4 

Number 

IBI°X 

1-  |  -  |  -  <»  (  ~  |  |  ^  ! 

J3i[JO 

|  -  I  ~  |  ~  ^  !  |  |  |  N  ! 

sisdag 

!  1  i  1  1  1  1  !  ~  1  !  1  1 

/  sqjJiq  3aij 

OCX)1 1  J3d 

42 

56 

38 

48 

17 

21 

27 

41 

24 

52 

10 

25.9 

12.9 

TO 

\ 

r.  ID  (NJ  r^.  in  O  OO  ro  OO  ~T 

sqjuoui 

O)  Sq33AL 

r>.  m  ocT;t‘rr3r^‘OCMir),—  ""f’  cm 

S>J33A\  £  J3PUH 

OO  N  0N’_J^fO00O^rd'Trv:l 

uoijBindod  paiEiuijsa 

'  OOO'I  J3d  3JBH 

! 

11.1 

11.1 

10.9 

11.6 

10.1 

10.2 

11.2 

11.3 

9.5 

10.7 

10.2 

9.3 

9.9 

•°M 

CM  CM  CM  Tt-M-OOCMr-HOCMfOr^rv* 

CM  O  On  O  O  .  y'  »— *  o  oo  On 

CM  CM  t— \  CM  T_H  CM  CM  »— «  CM  CM 

sqj.nq  JE50J 

OOO'I  J3d  a;Ea 

20.8 

27.1 

36.3 

27.5 

26.6 

20.2 

26.7 

28.7 

23.5 

29.9 

19.4 

9.6 

32.4 

Ofv 

r>»  On  cm  ooorv'Oooo2v^,r^I'N* 

uoijB[ndod  pajEunjsa 
’  OOO'I  J3d  31EH 

16.5 

17.8 

18.2 

20.1 

16.9 

19.3 

20.1 

18.2 

17.6 

16.5 

15.3 

15.3 

15.6 

2 

O 

O  On  ^^°SO\r<)it3COO> 

rr^  ^  ’ — •  lo  On  O  f/-j  ro  CM  .  O  O 

fO  ro  ro  coCMfOCOroi^cOCOrOeo 

uoutqnfloj 

ps;Biui;s3 

19,940 

18,190 

17,480 

17,590 

17,250 

1 7,630 

18,110 

18,600 

18,970 

19,290 

19,460 

19,710 

19,770 

JE3A 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

c/l 

X 

< 

w 

c 


< 

z 

es 

w 

H 


c/J 

X 

h 

< 

w 

c 


tn 

S 

H 

« 

5 

j 

p 

i/j 


X 

f- 

W 

> 

J 


m 

a 

H 

o; 

K 


f 

Z 

P 

z 
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NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Civilian) 


Under 

one 

year 

1 

to 

2 

3 
to 

4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25 

and 

over 

Age 

Un¬ 

known 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  . 

_ 

2 

1 

ii 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

16 

Whooping  Cough  ...  . 

i 

6 

7 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic) 

— 

Measles  (excluding  rubella) 

12 

55 

96 

204 

32 

6 

10 

4 

419 

Diphtheria 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

3 

— 

9 

Dysentery  ...  . 

- - 

i 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  encephalitis  (Infective) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  encephalitis  (Post-infectious)  ... 

- - 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  fever  ... 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  fevers  . 

_ _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  .  . 

- . 

— 

— 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

5 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

- - 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

1 

i 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  ' 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

TOTALS  . 

id 

C4 

106 

7  r 

36 

10 

n 

20  1 

4 

. 

4,8 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  I9SS. 


Net 

Cases 

Pea  ths 

Age  Periods 

Pulttwn  y 

N  on- 
Puhnony 

Puhit 

)ny 

Non- 

Pulmony 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

p. 

M. 

P. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

1  year 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5  years  . 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1"  „  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  „  . 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  . . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25  „  . 

6 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35  ,,  . 

2 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

45  „  . 

2 

— 

— 

i 

- 

— 

— 

— 

55  „  . 

3 

' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

TOTALS 

15 

7 

3 

8 

1 

— 

1 

1 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

1953 


1.  (i)  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Main  Water. 

All  the  piped  water  supplies  in  the  district  have  been  bacteriologically 
examined  and  for  this  purpose  79  samples  were  obtained.  The  results  have 
been  Highly  Satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the  supply  at  Slip  End  where 
slight  pollution  became  evident  when  the  Chlorinator  was  out  of  action. 

A  survey  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  parishes  of  Tilsworth  and  Stanbridge 
revealed  that  a  few  houses  were  still  not  connected  to  the  Mains  supply. 
Samples  from  the  shallow  wells  revealed  pollution  and  owners  are  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  provide  a  wholesome  supply  by  connecting  to  the  Council’s 
Main. 

Private  Water  Supplies. 

1  he  supplies  at  Whipsnade  Park,  Holywell  Road,  Studham  and  Lower 
Sundon  have  been  kept  under  observation.  In  the  latter  case  the  supply  is 
being  chlorinated  in  order  to  render  fit  for  drinking. 

26  samples  have  been  obtained  from  other  private  supplies  and  where 

evidence  of  pollution  has  been  found  the  necessary  precautions  have  been 

taken  to  render  fit  for  drinking. 

1.  (ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

With  few  exceptions  apart  from  unfit  houses  the  future  use  of  which 
remains  uncertain,  all  dwelling  houses  on  the  line  of  the  Toddington  Sewer 
have  been  connected  thereto. 

With  regard  to  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  obtaining  in  those  parishes 
which  are  still  unsewered,  particularly  Caddington,  the  Warden  Hill  part  of 
Streatley,  Heath  and  Reach,  Chalgrave  and  1  ilsworth,  the  position  deteriorates 
from  year  to  year.  With  new  houses  being  erected  and  improved  sanitary 
facilities  being  added  to  existing  houses  it  appears  to  be  hardly  short  of  a  policy 
of  lunacy  to  withhold  permission  to  proceed  with  the  installation  of  sewers. 
A  cesspool  emptying  service  however  efficient  cannot  meet  the  demands  these 
Parishes  make  for  adequate  drainage.  Furthermore,  the  future,  in  this  respect, 
offers  the  paradoxical  situation  of  the  cost  of  the  cesspool  emptying  service 
increasing  whilst  the  efficiency  of  the  services  lessens.  This  is  due  to  the 
stark  fact  that  sites  for  the  disposal  of  the  waste  are  becoming  fewer  in 
number.  Farmers  who  are  turning  to  the  production  of  T.T.  milk  do  not 
want  this  waste  on  their  land  and  we  are  now  losing  disposal  sites  which  have 
been  used  for  the  purpose  for  more  than  20  years. 

Furthermore  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  labour  for 
this  work,  especially  drivers. 
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We  are  thus  in  the  aggravating  position  of  having  vehicles  without  drivers 
and  when  the  vehicles  are  fully  manned  we  hardly  know  where  to  turn  for 
a  place  where  the  waste  can  be  disposed  of  in  a  manner  so  as  not  to  give 
rise  to  a  Nuisance.  Some  of  the  villages  referred  to  above  are  large  and 
developing  and  the  cmly  satisfactory  solution  for  these  extremely  serious 
problems  is  sewerage  installations. 

With  regard  to  conditions  at  Barton  nothing  can  be  added  to  observations 
made  in  earlier  reports  except  as  the  years  go  by  the  circumstances  steadily 
worsen. 

1.  (hi)  PONDS,  DITCHES,  WATERCOURSES. 

The  circumstances  in  these  respects  are  closely  related  to  those  referred 
to  in  the  foregoing  paragraph. 

The  ditches  in  the  parishes  of  Biliington,  Eggington,  Stanbridge,  Tils- 
worth,  HocklifFe  and  Chalgrave  are  frequently  found  in  a  condition  which 
constitutes  a  Nuisance.  This  is  largely  due  to  septic  tanks  and  cesspools 
overflowing  into  these  courses.  Unfortunately,  except  during  wet  periods, 
these  ditches  are  not  flushed  and  however  good  the  effluent  may  be  from  a 
septic  tank  it  is  intended  that  such  effluents  should  discharge  into  streams  or 
rivers.  As  things  obtain  in  these  parishes  conditions  are  almost  permanently 
a  Nuisance  and  in  my  opinion  all  such  ditches  throughout  the  district  should 
be  “  cleansed  ”  regularly  and  not  only  when  the  Parish  Council  complains. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

See  Report  on  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Progress  in  this  direction  is  slow  and  is  likely  to  remain  so  until  sewers 
are  available.  Despite  the  seriousness  of  the  situation  it  does  appear  some¬ 
what  farcical  that  Public  Health  Officers  are  placed  in  a  position  whereby  they 
have  to  discourage  the  conversion  of  earth  closets  into  water  closets. 

3.  (ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

House  Refuse  Collection. 

Throughout  the  year  the  collections  were  maintained  on  an  average  twice 
per  month.  With  an  addition  of  approximately  200  hereditaments  per  annum 
it  became  increasingly  difficult  to  work  to  schedule  and  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  a  fourth  vehicle. 

The  present  team  consists  of  8  men  manning  3  vehicles.  The  new 
vehicle  will  be  in  service  early  in  1954  and  two  men  w’ill  operate  on  each 
vehicle.  This  will  enable  the  frequency  of  collection  to  be  reduced  from  1  5 
days  to  1  2  days. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

The  Council  have  two  large  Refuse  lips  in  the  District,  one  at  Mile  Tree 
Road,  Heath  and  Reach  and  the  other  at  Park  Road,  1  oddington.  Quantities 
of  refuse  are  disposed  of  at  Luton  Borough  and  Dunstable  Borough  Refuse 
Tips.  When  one  attends  meetings  of  Parish  Councils  the  question  is  put 
Why  docs  not  the  Council  have  a  refuse  tip  nearer  the  village  and  thus 
increase  the  rate  of  collection.  1  he  answer  is  briefly: — 

(  1  )  Land  for  such  purpose  must  be  free  of  Agricultural  demands  and 
must  not  be  near  dwelling  houses. 

(2)  Where  a  small  quarry  is  sometimes  available  the  cost  of  making  an 
access  road  is  out  of  proportion  to  any  advantages  likely  to  accrue. 

(3)  A  number  of  small  tips  are  not  easily  managed  and  the  cost  of 
“  controlled  tipping  increases  accordingly.  There  would  not  be  sufficient 
work  to  employ  a  man  full  time  so  the  collectors  also  control  the  tip  with 
subsequent  loss  of  time  collecting  refuse, 

(4)  Centralised  tipping  offers  many  advantages  not  the  least  of  w'hich 
is  of  course  the  reduction  of  Nuisances  to  a  minimum. 


Salvage. 

The  salvaging  of  waste  paper  was  discontinued  towards  the  end  of  1953 
when  the  price  offered  was  £6  1  Os.  Od.  per  ton  which  made  the  business 
unprofitable. 

Old  rags  and  scrap  metal  have  been  salvaged  and  the  following  is  a 
statement  of  income: — 

Rags  ...  ...  ...  £1317  1 

Mixed  Metal  .  251911 

Old  Scrap  and  Tin  ...  53  4  0 


£93  1  0 


Trade  Refuse. 

A  special  collection  is  arranged  at  intervals  of  twice  a  month  at  business 
premises  w’ithin  the  district  where  trade  refuse  is  accumulated.  1  he  charge 
for  this  service  amounts  to  10/ 6d.  per  bin  per  annum  for  a  twice-monthly 
collection. 


3.  (iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  fol  lowing  is  a  numerical  summary  of  inspections,  re-inspections, 
investigations,  visits,  interviews,  etc.,  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  330 

Ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Ref  use/ Accumulations,  Deposits,  etc.  ...  65 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  65  3 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 
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NUISANCES. 

Premises  (defects)  ...  ...  ...  ...  167 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  7 

Disinfestation  (Bugs,  fleas)  ...  ...  ...  32 

,,  (Other  insects)  ...  ...  26 

Animals  ...  . . .,  ...  ...  ...  24 

Smoke  and  Dust  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Rodents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  274 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  and  Re-inspections  249 

SPECIAL  PREMISES. 

Factories  and  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  69 

Knacker  s  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Village  Flails,  Institutes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hotels  and  Pubilc  Houses  ...  ...  ...  279 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 

FOOD. 

General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Fish  Shops  and  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  81 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  53 

Cysticercus  Bovis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

MILK  AND  ICE  CREAM. 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Egg  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  7 

Food  Poisoning 

CLEANSING  SERVICES .  449 


HOUSING. 

H  ouses  Inspected 

Overcrowding 

Re-inspections 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Burial  Acts 
Civil  Defence 
Emergency  Meals 
Marine  Dealers 
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3.  (iv)  ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

I  1  2  Nuisances  were  abated  as  a  result  of  Informal  approaches  to  the 
person  by  whose  act,  default,  etc.,  the  Nuisance  arose.  There  is  generally 
some  difficulty  in  securing  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  when  building  works 
are  necessary.  Several  villages  are  without  a  builder  and  there  appears  to 
be  some  reluctance  on  the  part  of  builders  to  undertake  works  of  a  minor 
character. 

3.  (v)  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

There  are  approximately  228  caravans  stationed  in  the  District  and  of 
these  173  are  permanently  occupied.  Doubtless  the  dearth  of  Houses  to 
Let  bears  a  direct  relationship  to  the  increasing  number  of  caravans  being 
used.  The  occupants  are  usually  young  couples  with  one  or  two  children  or 
older  families  which  have  found  work  in  Luton  or  Dunstable. 

The  towns  appear  to  make  little  or  no  provision  for  this  type  of  dwelling 
hence  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  being  stationed  in  the  Rural  District. 

All  caravans  are  inspected  at  least  once  a  year  and  many  of  these,  especi¬ 
ally  where  the  occupier  fails  to  comply  with  the  conditions  attached  to  the 
Licence,  are  inspected  frequently. 

An  effort  is  made  to  keep  every  caravan  covered  by  an  individual 
Licence  and  only  Mr.  Bates,  Hill  Farm,  Whipsnade,  holds  a  site  licence. 

There  are  several  sites  approved  of  under  Planning  but  each  caravan 
stationed  thereon  is  licenced. 

3.  (vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Atmospheric  Pollution.  Dust  Emission  at  Houghton  Regis. 

The  position  here  has  been  kept  under  observation.  The  Deposit  Gauge 
has  been  used  throughout  the  year  and  on  the  first  day  of  each  month  the 
sample  of  dust  collected  has  been  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst.  Copies  of  the 
monthly  report  are’’ sent  to  the  Alkali  and  Works  Inspector  for  the  District 
and  to  the  Cement  Works  Manager. 

The  Department  of  Scientific  and  industrial  Research  are  also  sent  a  copy 
and  in  due  course  the}'  will  submit  their  observations  on  the  information 
obtained  at  Houghton  Regis.  Meanwhile  the  low  level  emission  of  dust  has 
been  under  observation  and  the  management  have  promised  to  put  into  effect 
certain  proposals  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Alkali  and  Works  Inspector 
should  reduce  to  a  large  extent  any  Nuisance  from  this  level.  Steps  are  also 
being  taken  to  ensure  that  vehicles  leaving  the  Factory  will  not,  as  a  result  of 
wind  and  spillage  cause  a  Nuisance. 

3.  (vii)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  Swimming  Baths  in  the  District. 

3.  (viii)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  FLEAS. 


No.  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  10 

,,  ,,  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  10 


13 


SECTION  D  —  HOUSING. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (  1  )  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  . . ., 


128 

128 


9 


101 


( 5 )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory  ...  _  ....  ...  ...  ...  18 

(6)  Number  of  houses  placed  in  Category  5  (Rural 

H  ousing  Survey)  which  were  rendered  fit  for 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE 
OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  101 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(  1  )  (a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(  1  )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owner 


Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(  1  )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  formal  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

(la)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
respect  of  which  informal  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied 

(2a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  informal  notices 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  1  1  and  1  3  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(  1  )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


(3)  Number  of 
demolished 


unfit  dwelling-houses 


Nil 


34 


84 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing- 

Act,  1936: 

(  1  )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 
fit 


4.  HOUSING  ACT  1936  —  PART  IV  —  OVERCROWDING. 


Nil 


Nil 


Fifteen  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  during  the  year.  These 
were  applicants  for  Council  houses  and  eight  were  occupiers  of  Moveable 
Dwellings.  Having  regard  to  Section  58  Housing  Act  1936  caravans  occu¬ 
pied  by  more  than  two  adults  are  overcrowded.  Overcrowding  is  now  rarely 
found  during  normal  Housing  Inspection.  The  fact  that  the  standard  laid 
down  by  the  Act  includes  living  rooms  accounts  for  so  few  cases  but  the  need 
for  amending  the  Act  so  as  to  fix  a  bedroom  standard  is  overdue. 


SECTION  E  —  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  on  the  supervision  of  food 
premises.  1  20  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  in  addition  a  start  was  made 
on  the  inspection  of  all  grocers  shops,  butchers  shops  and  general  stores.  In 
all  cases,  particular  stress  has  been  put  on  the  hygienic  storage  and  handling 
of  food  and  the  provision  of  proper  washing  facilities.  It  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  the  great  majority  of  owners,  managements  and  staffs  have  been  very 
co-operative  and  there  has  been  a  steady  improvement. 

Where  contraventions  of  the  Act  and  Food  Byelaws  have  been  found, 
informal  notice  has  been  served  on  the  persons  concerned. 

Licenced  Premises. 

All  licenced  premises  have  been  inspected  and  here  again  the  cc-cperation 
of  owners  and  managements  has  led  to  a  steady  improvement  in  the  provisions 
of  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities.  With  a  few  exceptions, 
by  the  end  of  the  year  all  such  premises  were  provided  with  a  proper  bar 
sink  and  supply  of  constant  hot  and  cold  water. 

Food  Foisoning. 

)  hree  cases  occurred  in  one  family  at  Houghton  Regis.  On  investigation 
the  only  common  factor  likely  to  have  caused  infection  was  some  corned  beef 
sandwiches.  A  small  portion  of  sandwich  that  remained  after  the  meal  was 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the  bread  was  found  to  contain 
food  poisoning  organisms. 

Faeces  of  the  cases  were  examined  and  food  poisoning  organisms  were 
not  isolated. 

Liquid  Egg. 

Samples  of  liquid  egg  (duck  and  chicken)  were  obtained  at  fortnightly 
intervals  from  the  two  Egg  Packing  Stations  in  the  District.  No  food  poison¬ 
ing  organisms  were  isolated. 

Damage  to  Feed  Supplies, 

Considerable  quanties  of  food  were  again  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  ft  is  hoped  however  that  advice  given  will  lead  to  a  steady 
decrease  in  the  avoidable  waste  of  food,  where  very  often  this  has  to  be 
condemned  solely  because  the  tins  are  unmarketable.  Customers  have  quite 
an  aversion  for  a  dented  tin  irrespective  of  the  cause  or  the  state  of 
the  contents. 


Premises. 

Number  cf  Food  Premises  in  the  Area. 

General  Stores  and  Village  Shops  ...  ...  82 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Catering  Establishments  including  Cafes, 

Restaurants,  Factory  Canteens  ...  ...  76 

Licenced  Premises  (inns  and  Hotels)  ...  70 


Note. — Of  the  Licenced  Premises  23  hold  Catering  Licences  and  these 
have  been  included  in  the  total  of  76  carrying  on  this  type  of  business. 
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Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  •••  56 

Note. — These  premises  consist  of  46  General  Stores  and  Shops,  7  Cater¬ 
ing  Establishments  and  3  rooms  set  apart  in  connection  with  Licenced  1  remises. 

Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  9 


Milk  —  Report  on  Milk  Sampling 

Ungraded 
Pasteurised 
Accredited 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Sterilised 


TOTAL 


Total  Satisfactory  Unsatifsactory 


33 

22 

3 

9 


48 

19 

2 

9 


7 

3 


90 


79 


Where  samples  have  failed  to  pass  the  Statutory  Test  inspections  have 
been  made,  further  check  samples  taken  and  where  necessary  the  Milk  Pro¬ 
duction  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  been  informed. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

All  Dairies  used  bj'  Distributors  of  Milk  in  the  Rural  District  have  been 
inspected  and  conditions  found  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Factories  Act  1937. 

During  the  year  35  Factories  were  inspected.  Conditions  generally  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

A  proportion  of  outworkers  premises  were  inspected,  26  visits  being  made 
for  the  purpose.  Great  importance  is  attached  to  ensuring  that  such  work  is 
carried  on  under  conditions  not  less  satisfactory  than  would  apply  in  the 
factory  itself.  It  is  intended  to  make  further  inspections  from  time  to  time. 

Bakehouses. 

69  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  during  the  year  with  special  attention 
to  hygienic  management.  Two  bakehouses  which  had  great  difficulty  in  satis¬ 
fying  requirements  went  out  of  use  during  the  year.  Special  supervision  has 
been  given  to  the  older  type  of  bakehouse  where  it  is  difficult  to  maintain 
conditions  which  satisfy  modern  standards  and  requirements. 

Ice  Cream. 

1  1  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  results  obtained  were  as 
follows : — 

Provisional  Grade  I  (Good)  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  II  (Fairly  Good)  ...  1 

,,  ,,  III  (Fair)  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  IV  (Poor)  ...  ...  3 

A  further  five  premises  were  registered  for  the  Sale  and  Storage  of  Ice 
Cream. 

The  number  of  General  Stores  selling  ice  cream  steadily  increases  and 
in  such  cases  prepacking  is  insisted  upon. 
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Other  Food.  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  Sections  9  &  10. 

A  butcher  in  the  District  was  found  with  91  lbs.  of  Pork  in  his  possession 
which  was  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  was  subsequently  laid  before  a 
Justice.  Pie  pleaded  guilty  before  the  Court  who  imposed  a  fine  of  £25  and 
5  guineas  costs. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

1  he  following  quantities  of  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  on  being 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Italian  Tomatoes  (  1  6  oz.  tins)  ...  19 

Italian  Tomatoes  (10  oz.  tins)  ...  2 

Processed  Peas  (8  oz.  tins)  ...  4 

Evaporated  Milk  (  1  6  oz.  tins)  ...  7 

(  1  6  oz.  tin )  . . .  ...  ...  1 


Syrup 


Sausages  (Beef) 

44 

lbs. 

Sausages  (Pork) 

15 

lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat 

3 

lbs. 

Plums  (15|  oz.  tins) 

1  7 

Australian  Stewed  Steak  (  1  6  oz.  tins) 

2 

Soup  (  1  01  oz.  tins)  ... 

4 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

pkt. 

Groats  (8  oz.  tins)  ... 

2 

jam  ... 

3 

lbs. 

Grapes  (16  oz.  tins) 

1 

Pilchards  (15  oz.  tin) 

1 

Honey 

2 

jars 

Carrots  (16  oz.  tin)  ... 

1 

Baby  Foods  (41  oz.  tins) 

16 

Greengages  (16  oz.  tins) 

7 

Peaches 

1 

jar 

Pickles 

1 

jar 

Tea  ... 

1 

lb. 

Veal  (  1  6  oz.  tin ) 

Irish  Stew  (16  oz.  tin) 
Crab  Paste  (4  oz.  tin) 
Ovaitine  (4  oz.  tin)  ... 
Cherries  (191  oz.  tins) 
imported  Lamb  Livers 


1 

3 

80 


lb 


s. 


Rodent  Control. 

All  sewers  have  been  subjected  to  annual  test  baiting.  All  but  two 
systems  were  found  to  be  clear  and  subsequently  the  poisoning  treatment 
carried  out  was  very  satisfactory. 

In  addition  the  six-monthly  maintenance  treatment  was  completed  where 
the  infestations  were  found  still  to  exist,  but  to  be  very  small. 

It  is  regarded  as  very  important  that  rodents  in  the  sewers  should  be 
kept  under  control  where  there  is  constant  breaking  into  the  sewer  a?  building 
works  are  extended  and  housing  estates  enlarged. 

The  District  is  covered  by  a  full  time  Rodent  Operative  and  during  the 
year  survey  and  control  by  the  “  Block  principle  has  been  carried  out  in 
every  parish.  The  fact  that  there  are  no  “  major  infestations  and  rarely  is 
a  “minor  infestation  found  is  some  indication  of  the  satisfactory  conditions 
obtaining  throughout  the  District. 

The  County  Pest  Officers  deal  with  rodent  control  on  agricultural  lands 
and  premises. 
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OTHER  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Investigation  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  carrying  out  the  necessary 
disinfections. 

Investigations  in  connection  with  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  animals 
which  had  passed  through  the  hands  of  cattle  dealers  in  the  District. 

Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Petroleum  Regulations  1928-1936. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948 — Section  50.  Burial  of  the  Dead. 

Marine  Store  Dealers. 

Public  Health  Department  —  Staff. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  good  work  which  has  been  carried 
out  by  my  Deputy  Mr.  R.  G.  Burch  and  by  Miss  Joyce  the  Clerk  to  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  HILL, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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